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GOD'S FORGIVENESS 
AN EXPLANATION OF HOW GOD'S FORGIVENESS WORKS 

THE THEOLOGY JOURNAL OF CHUCK PORRITT  (4/25) 
www.SecondTree.net               dcporritt@gmail.com 

PROLOGUE: THE 'MARK OF THE BEAST' IS HERE! 

STARTING: WITH DANIEL'S 70th WEEK 
In the past, at the beginning of each page in the Prophecy Section of this journal, I used to ask 
this question: 'Do you know what time it is?' I then explained the 70th Week of Daniel, and how 
close at hand the second coming of Jesus Christ truly is. 

I explained how that, after examining Daniel chapter 9 and Jesus' Olivet Discourse, we can 
realize that the MIDPOINT of Daniel's 70th Week is Rome's destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 
And then I explained that, after examining the FOUR VISIONS of John's Little Book (Revelation 
11-13), we can fully understand the entire Week: 
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ADDING: CLARIFICATION ABOUT THE 'MARK' 
But now, after more recent Bible study and my continued observation of world events, I have 
concluded that another important aspect of 'the last days' has come; the 'Mark of the Beast'. It 
is a 'Mark' that the False Prophet will impose upon the entire world: 

The False Prophet causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive 
a Mark FROM their right hand or FROM their foreheads. And that no one may buy or sell 
except one who has the Mark, or an official name from the Beast, or an official number 
associated with his official name. Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding 
calculate the number from the Beast, for it is the (identification) number of each man. That 
number is 666.  Revelation 13:16-18 

Until recently I had suspected that the 'Mark of the Beast' might be a bar code or QR code 
tattooed upon a person's skin. Or that it might be an RFID chip inserted underneath a person's 
skin. But with more recent study I have discovered that, in the original Greek of Revelation 
13:16 (above), the words 'forehead' and 'hand' were not written in the DATIVE case (indicating 
that something is being done TO them). Rather they were written in the GENITIVE case; 
indicating that something is being taken FROM a person's forehead or hand. 

And the Greek word translated 'mark' can also be translated as an 'image' or 'impression' of 
something. And so I now believe that the Beast's 'Mark' is actually a scan taken from people's 
faces and hands. These comprise the biometric data being collected today by many nations. 
And it will all come together in a worldwide system of human registration. 

This registration of people will be comprised of three things; all three of which are described 
in Revelation 13:17: 

1) Biometric scans (markings or images) taken from faces and hands. 
2) An official legal name assigned by the Beast system. 
3) An official number connected to the person's official name. 

And that no one may buy or sell except one who has 1) the scan (mark, image or 
impression), and 2) an official name from the Beast, and 3) an official number associated 
with his official name.  Revelation 13:17 

I have not yet identified the Beast's official numbering system, based upon a 6-6-6 format. But 
God is just and fair. And so when the Beast's 'number' does come, I trust that it will be 
obvious. 

My concern, however, regards the fact that all of us are already accustomed to using facial 
recognition and fingerprint technology. And so the Mark (SCAN) of the Beast will just seem 
like a harmless improvement upon the status quo. For a further discussion of the False 
Prophet and his 'Mark', I refer my visitor to my page titled 'Understanding the False Prophet'. 

In Revelation God has warned that those who embrace this 'Mark' will suffer never-ending 
torment in the 'Lake of Fire and Brimstone'. And so I am placing this message regarding the 
'Mark' at the beginning of every page in this web site. What each of us does now in response 
to the False Prophet's 'Mark' will determine our eternal destinies: 
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Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice “If anyone worships the Beast 
and his image and embraces his SCAN, taken from his own forehead or from his hand, he 
himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God; which is poured out full strength 
into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 

And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever. And they have no rest day or 
night, who worship the Beast and his image, and whoever receives the SCAN associated 
with his own name.” Here is the patience of the saints. Here are those who keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.  Revelation 14:9-12 

CONCLUSION: WE NEED TO FOCUS 
And so combining a knowledge of 1) how close the second coming of Christ is, together with 
2) a better understanding of the 'Mark of the Beast', my warning is... 

DO NOT SUBMIT TO THE MARK (SCAN) OF THE BEAST! 

So what is it that God is calling Christians to do in this hour? To prepare for death. God now 
calls upon Christians to follow the three young Hebrew men, who went into the fiery furnace 
rather than deny their God (Daniel 3). And to follow Daniel, who risked the lion's den rather 
than to cease worshiping the one true God (Daniel 6). God calls upon Christians to hear His 
word and to understand the choice that now confronts all of mankind: 

If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 
2 Timothy 2:12 

And they overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.   Revelation 12:11 

As I explain in my four pages on 'The Beast and its Three Allies', the rise of Constantine to 
conquer the world under the banner of the Cross was seen by many as the TRIUMPH of 
Christianity. It represented God finally exercising dominion over the world; taking His great 
power and reigning (Revelation 11:17) through people and institutions authorized by Him. 

This was the 'great falling away from the faith' that Paul said would accompany the rise of a 
'man of sin' (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4). And so today some 'professing Christians' portray the 
coming of artificial intelligence and other technologies as 'God saving the world'. It is hailed 
as the arrival of 'peace and safety' (1 Thessalonians 5:3), and of diversity, equity and 
inclusion. But the simple choice still confronts us. Will we embrace Constantine's 'victory'. Or 
will we go outside of the world's 'wide gate' (Matthew 7:13) and meet the Savior there? 

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God. And if children, 
then heirs. Heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we 
may also be glorified together.   Romans 8:16-17 

Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered 
outside the gate (of Jerusalem). Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing 
His reproach. For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. 

Hebrews 13:12-14 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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IS GOD UNRIGHTEOUS? 
The Bible says that God loves justice and hates false judgment:  

He that justifies the wicked, and he that condemns the righteous, even they both are an 
abomination to the Lord.     Proverbs 17:15  

And yet the Bible says that God has condemned a righteous man to death (Jesus) so that He 
might forgive sinners:  

For He has made Him (Jesus) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him.     2 Corinthians 5:21 

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace.     Ephesians 1:7 

Is God breaking His own rules? How can God take a perfectly righteous Man and treat Him like 
a criminal, and then turn around and tell a wicked man that his sins are forgiven as a result? 
What is the connection here? Where is the justice in this? 

DYING WITH CHRIST 
God does not break the rules of justice. He is able to forgive a sinner for two reasons:  

1) The sinner has judged and condemned himself to death, and has believed the truth; that 
the Son of God has come into the world in a human body, has died for sinners, and has 
been raised from the dead. 

2) The sinner has been united with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. 

To be a Christian is to be put to death, and then raised from the dead to a new life. This is what 
baptism under water symbolizes; death, burial and resurrection with Christ. By dying together 
with Jesus, two necessary things are accomplished for the sinner: 

1) The Law's sentence of death is carried out, and its just requirement for punishment is 
satisfied. In the Bible this is called 'propitiation' or 'atonement'. 

2) The sinner's body, which is owned and controlled by Sin, is destroyed. The sinner is 
delivered from his inability to obey God's Law, because his old body has been crucified 
with Christ, and his new body is now owned and inhabited by the Holy Spirit.  

Christians are not forgiven, pronounced righteous and justified simply because God says so, 
but because God has made it so. 

GOD DOES NOT FORGIVE SIN BY AVOIDING JUSTICE, 
BUT BY CARRYING IT OUT. 

The Christian's death with Christ is a primary truth of the Gospel: 

Know you not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
His death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life.     Romans 6:3-4 
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For the love of Christ constrains us, because we thus judge; that if One died for all, then 
were all dead. And that He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him who died for them, and rose again. Wherefore henceforth know 
we no man after the flesh. Yes, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know we Him no more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.     2 Corinthians 5:14-17 

For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through 
the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ. 
Nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me. And the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me. 

Galatians 2:18-20 

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes you were healed.     1 Peter 2:24 

God cannot justify a person who has not been crucified with Christ. He is a righteous judge, 
and He pronounces judgment according to what is actually true. He cannot simply declare that 
someone is forgiven, or impute righteousness to someone who is actually guilty (see The True 
Nature of Original Sin): 

Now the Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name 
of the Lord. And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, "The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the 
guilty.     Exodus 34:5-7 

HOW MERCY AND TRUTH MEET 
If Christians have died for their sins, then how can it be said that Christ died in their place? 
Where does the mercy of God come in? The answer is seen in the difference between Christ's 
death and the sinner's death. Only Jesus experiences the physical pain of the cross. A similar 
difference existed between Adam and the rest of mankind. 

The apostle Paul referred to this difference when, while declaring that all of us sinned with 
Adam, he alluded to a difference between the way that Adam committed that sin, and the way 
that the rest of us committed it: 

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure (or pattern) of him that was to 
come.     Romans 5:14 

When Paul wrote that Adam was a "figure" (or pattern) of another man who was to come, he 
meant that there is an important similarity and correspondence between Adam and Jesus. In 
fact the apostle Paul has described Jesus as the second or "last Adam": 

And so it is written, "The first man Adam was made a living soul". The last Adam was made 
a quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; 
and afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy. The second man 
is the Lord from heaven.     1 Corinthians 15:45-47 
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When Adam sinned in Eden we were all inside of him, choosing to commit the same sin that 
he did. But only Adam experienced the act physically; only he knows what the Fruit actually 
tasted like. And just as Adam tasted the forbidden Fruit for all mankind, Jesus has tasted 
death for all: 

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death 
crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for 
everyone.     Hebrews 2:9 

So it is possible to say two things about a Christian:  
1) He has been crucified with Christ. 
2) Christ has suffered in his place. 

The main point of this web page is that God's way of forgiveness is one of righteousness, 
truth and justice. God does not impute sins to people who have not sinned, or righteousness 
to people who have not in fact been made righteous. It is while being absolutely truthful, that 
God has also found a way of introducing mercy, grace and forgiveness into His relationship 
with us. 

Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Psalm 85:10 

And the Word (Jesus) was made flesh, and dwelt among us. And we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father; full of grace and truth.     John 1:14 

THE NEW BIRTH 
Being crucified, buried and then raised from the dead with Jesus is called 'regeneration', or 
being 'born again'. Jesus is the first 'born-again' man. Although He was the eternal Son of God 
and Creator of the universe before He came into the world, He voluntarily took upon Himself 
human nature, including a human body. And it was as a 'flesh-and-blood' human being that He 
died and was 'born again': 

For whom He (God the Father) did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.     Romans 8:29 

And He (Jesus) is the head of the body, the church. Who is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence.     Colossians 1:18 

And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and 
the Prince of the kings of the earth. Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood.     Revelation 1:5 

Jesus taught that one must be 'born again' to be able to see or enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave power to become the sons of God; to them 
that believe on His name. Who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.     John 1:12-13 
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Jesus answered and said unto Nicodemus "Truly, truly I say unto you, except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to Him "How can a man 
be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb, and be 
born?" Jesus answered "Truly, truly I say to you, except a man be born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; that 
which is born of the Spirit is Spirit."     John 3:3-6 

BAPTISM BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 
This new birth, where one is crucified with Christ and then 'reborn' through resurrection from 
the dead with Him, washes away the guilt and the power of Sin from the sinner. Being baptized 
in water (going completely under the water, and then being 'resurrected' up out of it) 
symbolizes this washing action of the new birth. Water baptism, however, cannot save us. It is 
only symbolic. 

Those who trust such symbolic rituals to save them are committing an error called 
'sacramentalism' (see Christian Baptism). John the Baptist, who introduced water-baptism to 
the world, was always careful to point out that the true baptism, or cleansing, is the work of 
the Holy Spirit: 

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. But He that comes after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear. He shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and 
with fire.     Matthew 3:11 (also Mark 1:7-8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33) 

For by one Spirit we have all been baptized into one Body (of Christ); whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 12:13 

THE ORDER OF SALVATION 
Among students of the Bible, the series of things that occurs when a person becomes a 
Christian is called 'the order of salvation'. Christian salvation involves a five-step process. 
These five steps are seen in Jesus' own baptism by John the Baptist: 

And it came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. And immediately coming up out of the water, John saw the 
heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Jesus. And there came a 
voice from heaven, saying "You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." And 
immediately the Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness.     Mark 1:9-12 

The five steps to salvation are: 
1) REPENTANCE To 're-pent' means to 're-think' or have a change of mind about what we 
are, and about our relationship with God. It means coming as self-condemned sinners to 
someone who can wash away our sins; the 'baptizer'. This is how the people of Jesus' day 
came to John the Baptist; confessing their sins. 

Jesus was not a sinner, but He allowed Himself to be baptized by John because He was 
identifying with sinful humanity, showing that God's salvation would be achieved through an 
experience that Jesus and sinners would share. 
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Today the 'Baptizer' that sinners must come to is Jesus Himself. He is the heavenly 'Baptizer', 
who works through the Holy Spirit to unite us with Himself. We must come directly to Him, by 
faith; not trusting in rituals, sacraments, church membership or anything else to accomplish 
what He alone, through the Holy Spirit, can do. Saving us is something that He is very eager to 
do. The Holy Spirit searches the earth constantly, looking for repentant sinners to help: 

The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on 
behalf of those whose hearts are right toward Him.     2 Chronicles 16:9 

2) REGENERATION (WASHING AWAY THE PENALTY AND POWER OF SIN) Once a 
repentant sinner has come to Christ, the Holy Spirit unites him with Jesus in His death, 
burial and resurrection. This is the 'washing of regeneration', symbolized by going 
underneath water and then coming back up. To be regenerated is to become a brand new 
creation (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15) 

3) RECEPTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT After regeneration, the sinner's body is now an 
acceptable place for the Holy Spirit to dwell. The Holy Spirit enters the sinner's new body at 
this point. This is the beginning of a new spiritual life, through the 'renewing of the Holy 
Spirit'. 

Jesus told Nicodemus 'Except a man be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God' (John 3:5). When Jesus spoke of water, He was referring to something that 
the Jewish people were very aware of; the need to be morally clean in order to have a right 
relationship with God. 

Jesus was not telling Nicodemus that he needed to be baptized with water, but that he needed 
what water symbolizes; a real washing through union with Himself. It is this same combination 
of 'inner cleansing' and receiving the Spirit that the apostle Paul referred to in his words to 
Titus: 

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy God saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.     Titus 3:5 

4) JUSTIFICATION (AND ADOPTION) After the sinner's reception of the Holy Spirit, God the 
Father acknowledges the change that has occurred, declaring the new Christian to be His 
own well-pleasing child. The new Christian is not only pleasing to the Father because his 
sins are forgiven, but also because he now has a new ability to fulfill God's Law through 
the fruit of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

5) A WILDERNESS TRIAL The Christian now enters into the wilderness of life's challenges, 
trials and hardships. Christian conversion is not deliverance to life upon a 'bed of roses', 
but to a wilderness journey of testing, trials and service to God that will ultimately lead, if 
the Christian remains faithful, to eternal life (see The Necessity of Christian Perseverance). 
Those who encourage people to become Christians because all of their problems will be 
solved, are not presenting a realistic picture of the Christian life. Their most important 
problems will be solved, but life will still present many challenges. 
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This same order of salvation is also seen in the apostle Paul's letter to the church in Corinth: 

Know you not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you are washed, but you 
are sanctified (by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit), but you are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.     1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

Two things are missing from these words of Paul in 1 Corinthians: 1) the primary step of 
repentance, and 2) the final step of a tested faith and obedience in 'the wilderness'. But the 
repentance of the Corinthians is implied in Paul's statement "and such were some of you". 
And the necessity of the Christian's perseverance 'in the wilderness' is pointed out by Paul 
later in this same epistle: 

Moreover, brethren, I would not that you should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and were all baptized unto Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea. And they did all eat the same spiritual meat, and did all drink the 
same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock 
was Christ. 

But with many of them God was not well pleased, for they were overthrown in the 
wilderness. Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil 
things, as they also lusted. Neither be idolaters, as were some of them. As it is written "The 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play". Neither let us commit fornication, 
as some of them committed, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. Neither let us tempt 
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents. 

Now all these things happened unto them for examples, and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. Therefore let him that thinks he 
stands take heed lest he fall.     1 Corinthians 10:1-12 

JESUS, THE ARK 
Noah's ark provides a picture of salvation in Christ. The Bible tells us that God's judgment 
was coming upon the earth, but that Noah 'found grace in the eyes of the Lord'. 

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord 
that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart. And the Lord said "I will 
destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the 
creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repents me that I have made them". But Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord.     Genesis 6:5-8 

God would send powerful storms and a great flood upon the earth, resulting in the destruction 
of mankind. But Noah would not be removed from the earth in order to avoid this judgment. 
God instructed Noah to build an ark, so that he himself might experience the same judgment, 
and yet be delivered safely through it. When Noah followed God's instructions, both he and 
the ark experienced all of the force of God's righteous anger; but the ark made it possible for 
him to come out a year later and begin a new life. 
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How about you, my reader? Do you believe that God must judge us, or do you scoff at His 
warnings as the men of Noah's day did? Do you not know that sin must be punished? We can 
bear the punishment of our sins alone, or we can pass through the punishment while hiding 
within the One who has endured the force of the storm for us. 

God commands us to believe in His crucified Son and enter the 'ark' of His mercy. The 
punishment must be meted out, the death must be inflicted, the blood must be shed. Will you 
choose to endure it alone, insulting the One who has already endured it for you? 

A TRINITARIAN UNION 
In John chapter 6 Jesus told His people that He is bread, and that He must be eaten in order 
for anyone to have life:  

And Jesus said unto them "I am the bread of life. He that comes to Me shall never hunger, 
and he that believes on Me shall never thirst."     John 6:35,48 

I am the living bread, which came down from heaven. If any man eat of this bread, he shall 
live forever. And the bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world." The Jews therefore discussed among themselves, saying "How can this man give 
us his flesh to eat?" Then Jesus said unto them "Truly, truly I say unto you; except you eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, you have no life in you".     John 6:51-53  

The Jews asked "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" It's a good question, and the 
answer is as follows. When we eat food, it enters every cell in our bodies; the proteins, 
carbohydrates and fats become a part of us. We are united with our food, and become 'one' 
with it; we truly are what we eat. 

In a similar way, people who repent of their sins are united with Christ. They become one with 
him in His death and burial, and thus also experience His new resurrection life as a result. 
This is why Jesus called Himself "the bread of life" (John 6:35,48). Union with Him gives our 
souls life, just as union with ordinary food gives our bodies life. 

Jesus described the union between Himself and His people three different times; it is like the 
union between Himself and His Father:  

As the living Father has sent Me, and I live by the Father: so he that eats Me, even he shall 
live by Me.     John 6:57 

Yet a little while, and the world will see Me no more; but you will see Me. Because I live, you 
shall live also. At that day you shall know that I am in my Father, and you in Me, and I in 
you.     John 14:19-20 

That they all may be one; as you, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be one 
in Us: that the world may believe that You have sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I 
have given them; that they may be one, even as We are one. I in them, and You in Me, that 
they may be made perfect in One; and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and 
have loved them, as You have loved Me.     John 17:21-23  
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THE NATURE OF TRUE REPENTANCE 
How can we be united with Christ? The answer to that question is straightforward. We broke 
off our relationship with God by going out through the door of rebellion, not believing God. 
Now we must come back through that same door, condemning ourselves for our rebellion and 
believing God's gospel message. 

Jesus' message was...."Repent and believe the Gospel" (Mark 1:15). To re-pent means to re-
think, or to have a change of mind. We usually try to defend and justify ourselves through 
good deeds and excuses, but God calls us to confess our sins, and to pass honest judgment 
upon ourselves.  

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. A broken and a contrite heart, O God, you will not 
despise.     Psalm 51:17 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow Me.     Matthew 16:24  

In the Bible the cross is a 'tree' where criminals are executed (Galatians 3:13, Deuteronomy 
21:22-23). In Matthew 16:24 (above), when Jesus said we must 'take up our cross', He was not 
talking about Christian service or martyrdom. He was talking about a death that all sinners 
must experience in order to have their sins forgiven. 

Throughout the New Testament epistles Christians are never told to take up their cross. 
Instead they are told that they have already been crucified with Christ, and that they are to 
view the cross as a 'past experience' (Romans 6:2-11, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, Galatians 2:20). 

For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor (lawbreaker). 
For I, through the Law, am dead to the Law; that I might live unto God.     Galatians 2:18-19 

And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its affections and lusts. 
Galatians 5:24 

A perfect example of 'taking up one's cross' is the thief who was crucified with Christ. 
Because he owned his guilt and the death he deserved, eternal life became possible for him: 

And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying "If you are the Christ, 
save yourself and us". But the other answering rebuked him, saying "Do you not fear God, 
seeing you are in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due 
reward of our deeds. But this man has done nothing wrong". And he said unto Jesus 
"Lord, remember me when You come into your kingdom". And Jesus said unto him "Verily I 
say unto you, today shall you be with me in paradise".     Luke 23:39-43 

WE CANNOT HAVE A PART IN JESUS' DEATH, 
IF WE WILL NOT ADMIT THAT WE OURSELVES DESERVE DEATH. 

It is impossible to truly believe (from the heart, and not just intellectually) in the historical 
death, burial and resurrection of Christ, if we have not seen the reality of our own sins, and 
the death that we deserve. 
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The world is full of 'moral' and 'religious' people, some of whom have made 'decisions for 
Christ', have prayed prayers, have walked down church aisles, and have made public 
professions of Christian faith. Many have admitted to making mistakes and to committing 
some sins. But until we understand the true gravity of our sins, we can never understand why 
moral reformation cannot help us, and that our only hope is to cast ourselves upon the 
atoning blood of Christ: 

And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and 
sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, 
they said unto his disciples "Why does your Master eat with publicans and sinners?" 

But when Jesus heard that, He said unto them "They that be whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick. But go and learn what that means 'I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice'. For I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

Matthew 9:10-13 (Hosea 6:6) 

A person is better off rejecting faith in Christ, than to make a false profession of faith. When 
we make false professions, we only deceive ourselves and move further away from God. God 
can work with honest sinners; but He cannot work with dishonest 'saints' (i.e. hypocrites). 
God does not ask us to manufacture self-loathing or a poor self-image. He does not want 
anyone to be suicidal. He simply asks us to be honest. 

For those who do not see themselves as sinners, and do not believe that the claims of 
Christianity apply to them, God provides an answer. He says 'Here is the Law. The person who 
obeys it shall live' (Leviticus 18:5). God knows that if we acquaint ourselves with His 
commandments, and sincerely strive to do what is right, we will discover whether or not we 
need a crucified Savior. For an explanation of how this works, I would encourage you to look 
at my web page titled Testing Christianity. 

God does not expect us to believe something that He cannot prove to us. We can test His 
claims, and find out whether or not they are true, in the 'here-and-now' of our everyday lives. 


